Th ere has been a signifi cant change in the position of prisoners with disabilities in the United Kingdom (UK) during the fi rst decade of the twenty-fi rst century, much of which can be attributed to the infl uence of human rights principles on UK law. It is indeed no coincidence that this change has coincided with the passage of the Human Rights Act 1998 which, when it came into force on 2nd Th e aim of this chapter is to provide an analysis of the eff ect of a human rights approach on the treatment of disabled prisoners in the UK and to explore its potential for promoting the legal rights of disabled people. Th e chapter opens with an examination of Price v UK, in which it is argued that the case demonstrates the eff ective mobilisation of human rights principles in case law to promote the rights of disabled prisoners. Th is theme is developed through an examination of cases brought before the ECtHR since 2001, involving prisoners with disabilities and medical conditions, which have further developed the jurisprudence of human rights and disability. Th is is followed by a discussion of the recent inclusion of disabled prisoners in UK disability legislation and their gradual acquisition of equality of treatment in the domestic law of the United Kingdom, since Price v UK. It is argued that these changes can be attributed to a change in the rights paradigmfrom acceptance of the legal exclusion of disabled prisoners to a positive duty to include and promote their human rights to dignity and equality -a change in fact from a civil to a human rights approach.
Price v UK: Mobilising Human Rights Law
Th ough judgment in Price v UK was not given until 10th July 2001, the period of imprisonment which gave rise to this action in the ECtHR was, in fact, three days in January 1995.
3 Coincidentally, this occurred during the same year as the enactment of the Disability Discrimination Act 1995, the fi rst statute in the UK to grant civil rights to people with disabilities. On 23rd July 1996, Ms Adele Ursula Price lodged her application against the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland with the European Commission of Human Rights under former Article 25 4 of the ECHR 5 alleging that, "her committal to prison and her treatment in detention violated Article 3 of that Convention. "
